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This Australian standard was prepared by Commitice BD /22, Sand-lime Bricks. It
was approved on behalf of the Council of the Standards Association of Australia
on 16 August 1985 and published on 2 December 1985.

The following interests are represented on Conunittee BD/22:
Association of Cousulting Engincers of Australia
Australian Institututc of Building Surveyors
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CSIRO, Division of Building Research
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Review of Australian Standards.  To keep abreast of progress in intlusny, Australian siandards are subjecr
fu petivdic teview and are kepr up-ro-date by the issire of amendumients o1 new editions as necessary. 1t
is importarm therefore that standards users ensute that they are in possession of the lqest edmen. and
any amendinerus thereio.

Fuall derails of all SAA publicaiions will be fouud i the Caralogue nf SAA Pubiications: this information
15 supplenienied each month by SAA'S joutnat *The ustiattan Standard’, which subsrihing maembers
receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions and amnendmerns, und 6f withdrawn
siandards.

Suggestions for iniprovements to Ausialian standards, addressed 10 the head office of the Associarion,
are weicomed. Nowificarion of any inaccuracy or amdignity fonnd 1 an Ausualian srancard should be
made without delay in oirder thur the marer may be mvestigared and approprine gotion taken.

This standard was issued irt drafi form for comment as DR 83284.
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PREFACE

This standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Sand-lime Bricks to
supersede AS 1653—1974, Calcium Silicate Bricks.

During the preparaticn of this standard, the commitiee kept in mind the need 10 ensure
that it was technically compatible with other standards in the masonry group,
particularly in view of the fact that the Association intends to prepare a single set
of test methods for all masenry units.

This standard differs from' the previous edition in the following respects:

(a) Larger units. 1n recognition of tlte trend in recent years towards increasingly
larger units, the standard now includes them. The terms ‘unit’ and *masonry unit’
are introduced as genenc terms for both ‘bncks’ and ‘blocks’. No agreement about
the distinction between the latter has been achieved in the industry.

(b) Provision for hollow units. Minimum face-shell and web thicknesses are
included.

{c} Cormpressive strength.  Thas is now specified as the characteristic unconfined
compressive strength.

(d) Additional test methods:
(i) Potential 10 effloresce.
(i) Lateral modulus of rupture.
(iti) Permeability to water,
No limits are given for these properties, but the test methods for the determination
of these characteristics are given.

In prepanng this standard, the commitiee tock account of the practice of calling up
Australian standards in building regulations. In such cases, the optional advisory and
purchasing clauses not specific to the basic physical requirements of materials are
not deemed to be acceptable in regulations. For this reason, advice on ordering,
inspectton and supply procedures and the liability of units 1o rejection have been
presented as an appendix.
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