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AS/NZS 1715:2009 

This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical 
Committee SF-010, Occupational Respiratory Protection. It was approved on behalf 
of the Council of Standards Australia on 2 December 2008 and on behalf of the 
Council of Standards New Zealand on 18 December 2008.  
This Standard was published on 6 February 2009. 

The following are represented on Committee SF-010: 

Accident Compensation Corporation, New Zealand 

Association of Accredited Certification Bodies 

Australasian Fire Authorities Council 

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Australian Industry Group 

Australian Institute of Occupational Hygienists 

Composites Institute of Australia 

Curtin University of Technology 
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Safety Institute of Australia 

Sydney Water Corporation 
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The University of New South Wales 

United Firefighters Union of Australia 
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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found 
by visiting the Standards Australia Web Site at www.standards.org.au or 
Standards New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the 
relevant Standard in the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 05157. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Australia/New Zealand Standards Committee 

SF-010, Occupational Respiratory Protection, to supersede AS/NZS 1715:1994, Selection, 

use and maintenance of respiratory protective devices. 

The objective of this revision is to take into account changes to AS/NZS 1716, Respiratory 

protective devices, and problems of interpretations that have arisen since AS/NZS 1715 was 

last published in 1994. It also aims to provide some guidance for respirator use by 

emergency service personnel for special response HAZMAT incidents. 

As most readers will not need to refer to the performance and testing specification, the 

listings of definitions and referenced Standards have been expanded to include several new 

definitions and Standards to aid the reader’s understanding of the text. Requirements for the 

performance and testing of respiratory protective devices are specified in AS/NZS 1716. 

The main changes to this edition of the Standard are an increased, formalized emphasis of 

the risk management approach and systems management. To achieve this, the sequence of 

the text has been re-ordered.  

The list of advisory authorities has been deleted. It is considered such information is 

quickly out of date so any such list may become misleading. Similar information on state 

advisory OHS bodies can be accessed electronically at the website of the Office of the 

Australian Safety and Compensation Council (ASCC)—  http://www.ascc.gov.au 

Throughout the text, examples of types of chemicals or other technical concepts have been 

expanded. Additional warnings about the possible misuse of respirators have also been 

included. Qualitative facial fit testing has been retained as a suitable means of monitoring a 

respiratory protection program. 

It has been the aim of the Committee to further explain that the provision of an item of 

respiratory protective equipment (RPE) is only part of ensuring an overall system of 

respiratory protection for all employees. 

Additional relevant Standards that may assist with the selection, care and use of respiratory 

devices have been listed under the heading of ‘Related documents’ (Clause 1.4). 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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