
AS 61508.4—1999
IEC 61508-4:1998

Australian Standard™

Functional safety of electrical/
electronic/programmable electronic
safety-related systems

Part 4:  Definitions and abbreviations

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee IT/6, Information Technology for
Industrial Automation and Integration. It was approved on behalf of the Council of
Standards Australia on 14 July 1999 and published on 5 August 1999.

The following interests are represented on Committee IT/6:

Australian Association of Consulting Engineers

Australian Electrical and Electronic Manufacturers Association

Australian Information Industry Association

CSIRO Centre for Planning and Design

CSIRO Manufacturing Science and Technology

Department of Defence (Australia)

Department of Industry Science and Resources (Commonwealth)

Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries

Institution of Engineers Australia

Monash University

New South Wales TAFE Commission

RMIT University

The Royal Australian Institute of Architects

University of Melbourne

Review of Australian Standards.  To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject to
periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important
therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments
thereto.
Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions and
amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia, are
welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made without
delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 99167.

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



AS 61508.4—1999

Australian Standard™

Functional safety of electrical/
electronic/programmable electronic
safety-related systems

Part 4:  Definitions and abbreviations

First published as AS 61508.4—1999.

Published by Standards Australia
(Standards Association of Australia)
1 The Crescent, Homebush NSW 2140

ISBN 0 7337 2877 4

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



ii

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee  IT/6, Information Technology for
Industrial Automation and Integration. This Standard is identical with and has been reproduced from
IEC 61508-4:1998, Functional safety of electrical/electronic/programmable electronic safety-related
systems, Part 4:  Definitions and abbreviations.

The objective of this Standard is to provide designers of electrical/electronic/programmable electronic
devices used in safety related applications with the definitions and abbreviations used in other Parts of
this series of Standards.

A reference to an International Standard identified in the normative references clause (Clause 2) by
strikethrough (example) is replaced by a reference to the Australian Standards listed immediately
thereafter and identified by shading (example). Where the struck-through referenced document and
the referenced Australian Standard are identical, this is indicated in parenthesis after the title of the
latter.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the annex to which
it applies. An ‘informative’ annex is only for information and guidance.

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies:

(a) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the cover and
title page.

(b) In the source text ‘this part of IEC 61508’ should read ‘this Australian Standard’, and ‘this
International Standard’ should read ‘this series of Standards’.

(c) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.
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