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PREFACE

This Standard was reviewed by the Standards Australia Committee, AG-011, Gas
Components and Industrial Equipment, to supersede AS 3814/AG 501—2002, Industrial
and commercial gas-fired appliances. The Standard is republished without technical
alterations.

The objective of this Standard is to provide uniform minimum requirements for the safe
operation of gas-fired industrial appliances, and other large appliances used for commercial
applications, which are not covered by any other Standard.

This Standard should not be regarded as a design specification or as an instruction manual;
it has been prepared with due regard for gas rules and regulations now in force. In its
preparation, consideration has been given to—

(a) continuity of satisfactory operation of appliances and equipment;
(b) the prevention of fire hazards, and explosions;

(¢) gasrules and regulations now in force;

(d) the prevention of injury to persons or property;

(e) the provision of satisfactory permanent access for service; and
(f)  relevant International Standards.

Explosions are the main hazard on the firing side of the equipment covered by the Standard,
the basic cause being ignition of a combustible mixture in the combustion chamber or
associated ductwork. The magnitude and intensity of the explosion will depend on both the
quantity of combustibles present and the proportion of air with which the combustibles are
mixed.

Explosions may be the result of one or more of the following—
(i) improper design of equipment or control systems;
(ii) equipment or control system malfunction, including valve leakage;

(iii) interruption and restoration of gas or air supply causing loss of flame followed by
delayed ignition of the resultant accumulation of a combustible mixture; or

(iv) flame failure on a burner and subsequent ignition of the resultant accumulation of a
combustible mixture.

The presence of a well-trained, reliable and competent operator provides a major
contribution to safety.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables and figures are deemed to be
requirements of this Standard.
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