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PREFACE
This edition of the Handbook which has been restructured and
expanded to incorporate new material was prepared in collaboration
with a consultant occupational hygienist, Olga Pitt BSc (Hons) Sydney
University, CIH (Certified Industrial Hygienist—USA), MAIOH. It
makes reference to many Australian and overseas safety Standards
concerned with occupational personal protection.

Major changes include new sections dealing with general principles on
personal protection in the workplace and guidance for identifying and
dealing with hazards encountered in the workplace. Existing material
dealing with the prevention of injury to the whole body or various
parts of the body such as head, eyes and limbs, and the respiratory
system have been expanded to take account of the changes in
technology and knowledge about workplace hazards.

Readers’ attention is drawn to the point that the Standards from which
extracts are taken are subject to amendment and periodic review;
therefore at some future time a particular extract may become out of
date. The currency of the particular extract may be checked by
comparing the date of publication of this Handbook with the date of
publication of the Standard or the month and year of publication of
any amendment thereto as shown in the current catalogue of Australian
Standards.

The views of users of this Handbook will be welcomed by Standards
Australia, particularly on the scope of and range of subjects it covers.
These comments will be taken into account when the Handbook is
next reviewed.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of this Handbook are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where
the Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmit ted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information
on commercial software royalt ies should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Handbook to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Handbook without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edit ion of the Handbook and that it is updated whenever the
referenced Standards are amended or revised. The number and date of the Handbook should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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