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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee ME-015, Storage and Handling—Liquefied Petroleum Gases, to supersede 

AS/NZS 1596:2002, The storage and handling of LP Gas. 

This edition is the result of a comprehensive review of the 2002 edition, in order to address 

new technologies and storage methods, update procedures in light of industry best practice, 

and correct and update references.  

All general requirements, such as the use of firewalls and vapour barriers to achieve 

separation distances, have been consolidated in a new Section 3. 

A major change in this new edition has been in the revision of Section 2, Minor storage and 

usage, to make the quantities more realistic and address the concerns of regulatory 

authorities, fire services, and the community at large, particularly in relation to the use of 

cylinders in public and protected places. Other substantial changes have been made in 

expansion of the sections dealing with cylinder storage and use, and cylinder systems and 

operations. 

Separation rules for underground tanks have been made more consistent, reflecting their 

greater inherent safety than that of above-ground tanks. 

This Standard has been revised in terms of safety and technical matters. The regulatory 

authorities in each state and territory determine how and when Standards are to be applied. 

The method of application may be full, part, with or without modifications or not at all. 

This application is not directed by the Standard. The relevant regulatory authority should be 

consulted regarding the application of this Standard. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables are deemed to be requirements 

of this Standard. 

Australian and New Zealand references are separated by a slash (/) or parentheses. 

Australian references apply in Australia, and New Zealand references apply in New 

Zealand. Joint Standards apply in both Australia and New Zealand. 
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