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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee SF/33, Chainsaw
Safety, to supersede AS 2727—1984.

The Standard provides guidelines and recommendations for the safe use of general
purpose chainsaws, identifies the hazards associated with the use of chainsaws and the
requirements for a safe work site, describes methods for particular operations, e.g. cross
cutting, simple tree felling, delimbing and pruning. It also gives the basic principles for
the training of chainsaw operators, the maintenance of chainsaws and the sharpening of
saw chains.

This edition has been rearranged to help the user fully understand the precautions which
should be observed when using a chainsaw and some information has been revised.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in wri ting from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information
on commercial software royalt ies should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.
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payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.
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Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



3 AS 2727 — 1997

CONTENTS

Page

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL
1.1 SCOPE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
1.2 OBJECTIVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
1.4 DEFINITIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.5 MANUFACTURER’S INSTRUCTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

SECTION 2 HAZARDS AND PROTECTION
2.1 GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
2.2 HAZARDS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
2.3 PROTECTIVE MEASURES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
2.4 SAFETY FEATURES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
2.5 HAZARDS INVOLVING SAW CHAINS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
2.6 PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
2.7 FIRE PREVENTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

SECTION 3 INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF OPERATORS
3.1 GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
3.2 INSTRUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
3.3 TRAINING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

SECTION 4 SAFE OPERATION OF CHAINSAWS
4.1 GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
4.2 CONDITION OF THE CHAINSAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
4.3 SAFE HANDLING OF THE CHAINSAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
4.4 WORK PREPARATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
4.5 OPERATING THE CHAINSAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

SECTION 5 RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE FOR CHAINSAWS
5.1 MANUFACTURER’S RECOMMENDATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
5.2 DAILY INSPECTION AND CLEANING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
5.3 PERIODIC INSPECTION, CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE . . . . . . . . . . 26
5.4 SHARPENING OF THE SAW CHAIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

APPENDIX A EXAMPLES OF SAW CHAINS AND GUIDE BARS . . . . . . . . . . . 32

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



This is a free preview.  Purchase the entire publication at the link below:

Product Page

Looking for additional Standards? Visit Intertek Inform Infostore 

Learn about LexConnect, All Jurisdictions, Standards referenced in Australian legislation

https://www.intertekinform.com/en-au/Standards/preview-123875_saig_as_as_260392/
https://www.intertekinform.com
https://www.intertekinform.com/en-au/regulatory-management/lexconnect-and-codeconnect/

