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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee MS-012, Road Signs and Traffic 

Signals. It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 23 March 2015. 

This Standard was published on 14 April 2015. 

 

The following are represented on Committee MS-012: 

 

• ARRB Group 

• Association of Consultants in Access Australia 

• Australian Automobile Association 

• Australian Industry Group 

• Australian Motorcycle Council 

• Austroads (Representative from the Department of Planning, Transport and 

Infrastructure, SA) 

• Department of Lands, Planning and the Environment, NT 

• Department of Territory and Municipal Services, ACT 

• Department of Transport and Main Roads, Qld 

• Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia 

• Main Roads Western Australia 

• Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board 

• Roadmarking Industry Association of Australia 

• Roads and Maritime Services NSW 

• VicRoads 

 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS 1744:2014. 

 

Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that 

contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the 

Committee and through the public comment period. 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 

be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 

 

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 

notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 

mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee MS-012, Road Signs and 

Traffic Signals, to supersede AS 1744—1975. 

The standard alphabets are provided for the purpose of establishing uniformity in the forms 

and dimensions of letters, numerals and symbol characters to be used on road signs in 

Australia. These alphabets are intended specifically but not exclusively for use with the 

standard road signs specified in AS 1743. 

The alphabets and spacing values are the metric version of the FHWA Series 2000 fonts 

developed by the US Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) as described in its Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices ‘Standard Highway 

Signs’ (2004 Edition or later). 

The revision differs from the AS 1744—1975 in the following aspects: 

(a) The three standard spacings, narrow, medium and wide have been replaced with a one 

simplified spacing method. 

(b) The basic letter forms have been retained. However, slight changes have been made 

to ensure consistency with stroke weight and optical balance from letter to letter. 

(c) Lower case letters have been included for each of the Series B, C, D, E, E Modified 

and F. 

(d) Symbols commonly used in text have been included for each of the Series B, C, D, E, 

E Modified and F. 

(e) The Series A alphabet has been removed. 

Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the assistance received from the US Department 

of Transportation Federal Highway Administration in regard to the documents used as a 

basis for this Standard, parts of which are directly reproduced herein. 

Fonts that comply with the FHWA Series 2000 are considered to comply with this Standard. 
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