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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee CS-020, Prams and Strollers to supersede AS/NZS 2088:2000 of the same title.

Concerns raised over the safety of accessories and toddler seats and the stability of some
strollers have prompted the inclusion of more detailed requirements for accessories and
more stringent testing on strollers in this edition of AS/NZS 2088.

Toddler seats have become an increasingly popular attachment to strollers and prams,
however, these seats are usually attached high up on the frame of the stroller or pram and
when occupied can change the centre of gravity. If the toddler seat was not initially
designed to be attached to the stroller or pram it is fitted to, the vehicle can become
unstable.

In response to several infant deaths, a new test to address the issue of misuse has been
developed to determine the stability of a stroller. Tragedies have occurred when children
have been left unattended and, left unrestrained. Other accidents and tragedies have
occurred when strollers have rolled away from carers.

As a result new requirements have been included in this revision of the Standard for:

(a) The inclusion of a brake actuator to be red, revised warnings and the option for an
automatic brake to be used with the vehicle to prevent runaway vehicles.

(b) The addition of new stability tests to ensure that infants who wriggle to the end of the
vehicle cannot cause the vehicle to over balance.

(c) The revision of harnessing requirements in order to prevent loops being created by
the harness that could cause strangulation as well as ensuring that the harness fits the
occupant securely. Shoulder straps are still required to fully secure the child.

(d) Retention and test requirements for add-on items such as bassinets, child restraints
(infant carriers) and toddler seats.

(e) Testing of toddler platforms that are used for an additional toddler to stand on.

For further product clarification, three-wheeled or 'jogging' strollers fall within the scope of
this Standard.

Provision has been made in this edition for using an automatic parking brake.

The need to use D rings on harness systems or a connection means for harnesses complying
with BS 6684, Safety harnesses for restraining children when in perambulators (baby
carriages), pushchairs and high chairs and when walking has been removed from the
Standard. This does not mean that prams or strollers cannot be supplied with these fittings.
It is an acknowledgement that an adequate harness system is fitted to the vehicle and it is
unlikely an additional harness needs to be attached.

In Australia, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) currently
administer a Trade Practices Act (TPA) mandatory safety standard for prams and strollers
which include some requirements of this Standard.

This Standard differs from some of the requirements of the Australian TPA mandatory
product safety standard. Further information about the TPA mandatory safety standard can
be obtained from the ACCC website.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
Appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ Appendix is an integral part of a Standard.
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