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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee PK/14, Pressure
Sensitive Labels, as a revision of AS 2581—1985,Pressure sensitive adhesive plastics
labels for permanent use (general purpose).

The objective of this Standard is to ensure that the end-user is supplied with a product
that meets minimum specified requirements.

The principal differences between this edition and the 1985 edition are as follows:

(a) This edition does not deal with label stock properties which are now covered by
AS 2666 and AS 2776.

(b) Additional definitions have been included.

(c) A classification for labels has been introduced.

(d) More details have been included for materials and construction of labels.

(e) Requirements for the form, type of cut and print and colour of labels have been
included.

(f) Information to be supplied by the end user when specifying requirements has been
included.

(g) Inclusion of an unwind direction chart for roll-fed labels (see Figure 1.3), which is
based on the Federation Internationale des Fabricants Transformateurs d’Adhesifs et
Thermocollants sur Papiers et autres Supports (FINAT), unwind direction chart, and
a recommendation for what constitutes the leading edge of the label.

(h) Finishing, packaging and marking requirements are more detailed.

(i) Separate performance requirements are given for general purpose labels and labels
for specific applications.

(j) A new test method for lightfastness has been included. The term ‘colourfastness’
has been discarded as it refers to indelibility and lightfastness.

(k) Requirements for abrasion (scuff) resistance have been added.

In the preparation of this Standard, cognizance has been taken of BS 4781:1990,
Specification for pressure-sensitive adhesive plastics labels for permanent use.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral
part of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be condit ional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information
on commercial software royalt ies should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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