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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee CH-009, Safe Handling of Chemicals.
It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 26 June 2008.
This Standard was published on 29 August 2008.

The following are represented on Committee CH-009:

ACCORD Australasia

Australasian Fire Authorities Council

Australian Paint Manufacturers Federation

AGSAFE

Consumers’ Federation of Australia

Department of Environment and Climate Change, NSW
Department of Consumer and Employment Protection, WA
Department of Emergency Services, Qld

Department of the Premier and Cabinet, SA

Engineers Australia

New Zealand Chemical Industry Council

Plastics and Chemicals Industries Association

TRANZ

Victorian WorkCover Authority

Additional Interests:

Australian Explosives Industry and Safety Group

Department of Mines and Energy, Qld

NSW Fire Brigades

Manufacturers and suppliers of dangerous goods of Division 5.1

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 07252.

Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that
contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the
Committee and through the public comment period.

Keeping Standards up-to-date

Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions
are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are
using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been
published since the Standard was published.

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can
be found by visiting www.standards.org.au

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to
notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at
mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee CH-009, Safe Handling of Chemicals, to supersede AS 4326—1995. After
consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an
Australian/New Zealand Standard.

This Standard deals with oxidizing agents that are classified as dangerous goods of
Division 5.1, as classified in the UN Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous
Goods—Model Regulations.

Revision of this Standard was commenced following the committee’s decision that the
series of Standards relating to the storage and handling of dangerous goods needed to be
reviewed and updated to reflect changes in regulatory requirements and control
philosophies.

In June 2004, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) introduced principles for the
storage of ammonium nitrate which have been adopted by the states and territories. Because
of some differences in the regulatory requirements between the states (e.g. in terms of
security, separation distances), regulatory advice must be sought regarding the location,
operation and security of a store for ammonium nitrate. Over time, as the explosive
properties of ammonium nitrate are researched further, standardized separation distances
will be developed. In the meantime, advice regarding the siting of new facilities can be
found in various guidance notes prepared and published by State and Territory regulatory
authorities.

The purpose of this Standard is to promote the safety of persons and property where
oxidizing agents are stored and handled, by providing requirements and recommendations
based on industry good practice.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of the Standard, i.e. its requirements are mandatory, whilst an ‘informative’ appendix
provides information and guidance only.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes and footnotes to tables are requirements
of this Standard. Notes that appear in the main text of this Standard provide information
only.

The series of Standards for the storage, handling and transport of dangerous goods presently
comprises the following publications:

HB 76 Dangerous goods—Initial emergency response guide

AS

1678 Emergency procedure guide—Transport (series)

1894 The storage and handling of non-flammable cryogenic and refrigerated liquids
1940 The storage and handling of flammable and combustible liquids

2507 The storage and handling of agricultural and veterinary chemicals

2508 Safe storage and handling information card (series)

2714 The storage and handling of hazardous chemical materials—Class 5.2 substances

(organic peroxides)
2809 Road tank vehicles for dangerous goods (series)

3780 The storage and handling of corrosive substances
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