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Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Committee AG-008, Gas Distribution, to 

supersede AS 1697—1981, SAA Gas Pipeline Code. 

It covers gas distribution networks covered by AS 4645 for operating pressures up to 

1050 kPa. Operating pressures above 1050 kPa are covered by AS 2885.1. The 

responsibility for the superseded edition of AS 1697 was with the Standards Australia 

Committee ME-038. AG-008 was assigned the responsibility leading up to this edition. 

Users of the Standard should note that AG 603 has been revised by AG-008 in parallel with 

the revision of AS 1697. The revised AG 603 is designated AS 4645, Gas distribution 

network management. AS 1697 relates to AS 4645 as depicted in Figure 1.1. AS 3723, 

Installation and maintenance of plastics pipe systems for gas (also shown in Figure 1.1) is 

under revision. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 

The relationship between the gas distribution Standards is shown in Figure 1.1. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables are deemed to be requirements 

of this Standard. 

AG 606
Code of practice for the preparation of a

safety and operating plan for gas networks

AS 4645
Gas distr ibution network management

AS 1697
Instal lat ion and maintenance of

steel pipe systems for gas

AS 3723
Instal lat ion and maintenance of

plast ics pipe systems for gas
 

FIGURE  1.1   RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GAS DISTRIBUTION STANDARDS 

NOTES:  

1 AG 606 (to be AS 4568) is used for preparation of SOP/SC as required by technical regulator 

(advisory only). 

2 AS 4645 specifies safety management of a gas distribution network for its life cycle. Refers 

to AS 1697 for steel and AS 3723 for plastics (see Note 3). 

3 AS 1697 and AS 3723 specify material specific requirements for construction and installation 

(and operation/repair where material specific). 
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