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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Web 
Shop at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line 
catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Global Standard, has a full listing of revisions 
and amendments published each month. 

Australian StandardsTM and other products and services developed by Standards 
Australia are published and distributed under contract by SAI Global, which 
operates the Standards Web Shop. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.org.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee PK-001, Metal Drums, to 

supersede AS 2905—1986, Steel drums. This new edition is the result of a comprehensive 

review of the Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify structural and performance requirements for a 

range of sizes of steel drums. 

This Standard has been revised to include examples of common drum sizes and shapes. The 

list of definitions has been expanded and updated to reflect current industry usage and to 

align with other Standards. Drums have been classified according to types and performance 

levels rather than material specification. 

During this revision, the following International Standards were considered: 

ISO  

15750 Packaging—Steel drums 

15750-1 Part 1:  Removable head (open head) drums with a minimum total capacity of 

208 L, 210 L and 216.5 L 

15750-2 Part 2:  Non-removable head (tight head) drums with a minimum total capacity 

of 212 L, 216.5 L and 230 L 

15750-3 Part 3:  Inserted flange-type closure systems 

The Committee considers that there are considerable advantages in having all relevant 

requirements for all sizes and types of steel drums in the one Standard. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in footnotes to tables are deemed to be 

requirements of this Standard. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of the Standard, while an ‘informative’ appendix is only for guidance and information. 
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