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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Guarding of Woodworking Machinery to
supersede AS 1473-1974,Code of practice for the guarding and safe use of woodworking machinery.

This Standard is intended to be used in association with, and as a supplement to, existing statutory requirements
of the various regulatory authorities by specifying requirements for good practice in the guarding and safe use
of woodworking machines.

This Standard includes dimensional requirements for the design and construction of machine guards generally.
These requirements are also to be incorporated in a new Standard covering machine safety in general, which is
currently in course of preparation. The requirements now published in this Standard are based on the latest
information available from the Committee preparing the general machine safety Standard.

The subject of chainsaws is separately covered in AS 2726,Chainsaws – Safety requirementsand AS 2727,
Chainsaws – Guide to safe working practices.

The guarding of machinery used in the primary milling of raw sawlogs, together with associated specialist
machinery, i.e. log peelers and debarkers, has been excluded from this Standard as both the environment in which
they operate and the nature of the process necessitate a different approach to machine safety.

In the preparation of this Standard, the following documents were referred to:

ANSI
01.1 Safety requirements for woodworking machinery

BS
5304 Code of practice – Safeguarding of machinery

6854 Code of practice for safeguarding woodworking machines

Acknowledgment is made of the assistance received from these sources.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the Copyright Act
allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from Standards Australia. Permission may be
conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on commercial software royalties should be directed
to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively in-
house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty payment
provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the Standard is
amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in commercial
contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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