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K eeping Standar ds up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Australia web site at www.standards.com.au or Standards
New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 01364.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee HE-006, Handling and Destruction of Drugs. It stems from a need, expressed by
the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department (Australia), for a Standard on
destruction of drugs.

The objectives of this Standard are—

(a

(b)

(©)

to establish an Australian and New Zealand Standard for the seizure, handling,
storage, disposal and destruction of drugs and drug related materials;

to ensure the transparency and integrity of the process followed by the relevant
authorities on seizure, handling, storage, disposal and destruction of drugs and drug
related materials; and

to provide a procedure for handling and destruction of drugs, for the use of law
enforcement agencies and regulatory agencies including Federal, State and Territory
police services of Australia, the Australian Customs Service, forensic laboratories of
Australia, the Therapeutic Goods Administration of Australia, New Zealand Ministry
of Health, New Zealand Customs Service, the New Zealand Police and Institute of
Environmental Science and Research Ltd and private contractors acting with the
lawful authority of arelevant agency.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.
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