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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions
are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are
using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been
published since the Standard was published.

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can
be found by visiting www.standards.org.au

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to
notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at
mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee FT-032, Organic and
Biodynamic Products, to supersede AS 6000—2009.

The objective of this Standard is—

(a) to establish a framework for the organic industry covering production, preparation,
transportation, labelling and marketing;

(b) to ensure that all stages of production, preparation and marketing meet the minimum
requirements as outlined in this Standard;

(c) to protect consumers against deception and fraud in the market place and
unsubstantiated product claims;

(d) to protect producers of organic products against misinterpretation of other agricultural
products as organic;

(e) to provide a guide to farmers contemplating conversion to organic farming;

(f)  to raise awareness of ecological requirements in nature and the farm environment;
and

(g) to harmonize national provisions for the production, identification and labelling of
organically and biodynamically grown products.

The objective of this revision is to update—

(i)  Clauses 2.1 Farm, and 2.2 Conversion of land;

(ii)) Clause 2.14.2.9 on the sunset condition for synthetic amino acids;

(iii) Clause 2.17 Livestock housing and range management;

(iv) Clause 2.22 Biodynamic production; and

(v) Appendix G (new) provides additional guidance on biodynamic production.

This Standard stipulates minimum requirements for products placed on the market with
labelling that states or implies they have been produced under organic or biodynamic
systems. In this Standard the production procedures are an intrinsic part of the identification
and labelling of, and claims for, such products.

Appendix A provides a brief outline of a certification system for information.

The procedures for certification are set out in MP 100, Procedures for certification of
organic and biodynamic products.

The main text of this Standard contains two distinct components:

(A) General principles The first component identifies general principles that apply to
organic and biodynamic activities. These are in ifalic text. General principles are
intended to give the reader information and guidance on what each clause aims to
achieve.

(B) Requirements The second component stipulates the specific conditions (or
requirements), which must be met by an operator of an organic or biodynamic unit for
compliance with this Standard. These are in normal print.

Requirements outlined in this Standard are complementary and additional to other health,
agricultural or food standards or regulatory requirements recognized by or enacted by the
Commonwealth, States or Territories. These include but are not limited to food safety,
animal welfare, environmental management and social justice.
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This Standard applies in addition to Commonwealth, state/territory or local statutory laws.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in footnotes to tables are deemed to be
requirements of this Standard.

This Standard is based on the publication by Organic Industry Export Consultative
Committee (OIECC), c/o Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) of
Commonwealth Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry, National Standard for
Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce, Edition 3.3, 1 July 2007.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.
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