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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 
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visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee 

EL-014, Equipment for Explosive Atmospheres, to supersede AS/NZS 60079.0:2005. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify the general requirements for construction, testing 

and marking of electrical equipment and Ex components intended for use in explosive 

atmospheres. 

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from, IEC 60079-0, Ed. 5.0(2007), 

Explosive atmospheres – Part 0: Equipment—General requirements. 

The main changes with respect to the previous edition are listed below. 

(a) Requirements for explosive dust atmospheres transferred from AS/NZS 61241.0. 

(b) The marking Group ‘II’ alone has been replaced by ‘IIA’, ‘IIB’, or ‘IIC’ as many of the 

enclosure requirements are now aligned with a specific sub-group. 

(c) Dust groups defined as Group IIIA, IIIB and IIIC. 

(d) Limits for ultrasonic and electromagnetic radiation introduced. 

(e) Remainder of ‘electrostatic’ requirements transferred from AS/NZS 60079.26. 

(f) Equipment protection levels (EPL) introduced. 

(g) Transition of term from ‘apparatus’ to ‘equipment’ (where appropriate). 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(i) Its number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown only on the 

cover and title page. 

(ii) In the source text ‘IEC 60079-0’ should read ‘AS/NZS 60079.0’. 

(iii) A full point should be substituted for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used to define the application of the annex to 

which they apply. A normative annex is an integral part of a standard, whereas an informative 

annex is only for information and guidance. 
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