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PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee PL-021, PVC, ABS and Polyamide Pipe Systems, to supersede
AS/NZS 1260:1999.

This Standard covers PVC-U pipes and fittings for sewerage applications, for soil, waste
and vent applications and drain applications in both Australia and New Zealand.

The objective of this Standard is to outline minimum requirements for the manufacture and
performance of PVC-U pipes and fittings for non-pressure drain, waste and vent (DWV)
applications for use by manufacturers, specifiers and purchasers of such products.

The test criteria specified apply to pipes and fittings at the time of manufacture and should
not be used to assess the results from tests on pipes or fittings that have been in service.

For pipes of nominal diameter up to and including 80 mm, the pipes are specified solely in
terms of the materials used and dimensions. There is no pipe stiffness requirement
regardless of pipe type, as the stiffness of pipes in this size range is considerably higher
than the minimum values used for larger pipes. By continuing to specify in terms of
dimensions, the Standard ensures that existing installation practices, for example the
spacing between supports on near horizontal runs, can continue to be used. Most pipes
installed above ground are in this size range.

Pipes of nominal size of 100 mm and above are specified in terms of minimum stiffness.
Sufficient dimensional information is provided to ensure compatible joints and resistance to
abrasion.

Pipes are specified in terms of stiffness classes measured in a standard test. The classes are
not exactly the same as the earlier classification scheme (Class SH and Class SEH) but are
similar.

Class SN4 and Class SN6 are considered to be suitable for plumbing and domestic use.

Class SN8 and Class SN10 are suitable for general municipal drainage, deeper burial and
similar applications where higher pipe stiffness is required to minimize deflection of the
installed pipes due to the load imposed by the back fill or surcharge or to poor installation
practice.

Stiffness class, SN16, has been included in response to a request from New Zealand users
who previously specified Class SEH-C for applications where heavy loads, for example
traffic loads, acted on buried pipes. Australian Standards for sewer and drainage pipes have
not included a pipe of similar stiffness in the past and Australian manufacturers may not
have DWV pipes of this class generally available.

This revision provides for injection moulded-fittings of diameters greater than DN150 with
parallel solvent-welded sockets. These fittings are predominantly imported fittings and have
no specific requirements for colour or titanium dioxide to provide UV protection.
Additional marking requirements have been specified for these fittings to highlight the
parallel sockets, the need for gap-filling solvent cements and UV protection when used
outdoors.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables are deemed to be requirements
of this Standard.
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