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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CE-002, Railway Track 

Materials, to supersede AS 1085.17—2000, Railway permanent way materials, Part 17: 

Steel sleepers. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide purchasers and suppliers including owners, 

operators, designers and manufacturers of railway sleepers with requirements for the 

specification, manufacture and testing of trough-shaped steel sleepers for use in railway 

track. 

This revision includes only those changes necessary to accompany the publication of the 

new Standards in the series, AS 1085.18 and AS 1085.19. This implements the separation of 

the requirements for resilient fasteners from those for the sleepers. 

This Standard includes the following changes to the previous edition: 

(a) Change of title of the AS 1085 series (previously Railway permanent way material.) 

(b) Requirements for resilient fastenings that are covered in AS 1085.19 have been 

removed and reference made to that Standard. 

(c) The referenced documents list has been updated. 

(d) Minor editorial changes implemented. 

(e) Appendix numbering has been updated following removal of a number of 

Appendices. 

(f) The most recent version of the informative Appendix ‘Means of demonstrating 

compliance with this Standard’ has been included. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables are deemed to be requirements 

of this Standard. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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