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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee EL-020, Electric Water-heating 
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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 08038. 
 
Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that 
contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the 
Committee and through the public comment period. 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 
are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 
using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 
published since the Standard was published. 
 
Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 
be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 
 
Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 
notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 
mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of the Joint 

Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee EL-020, Electric Water-heating 

Appliances, to supersede AS 3498—2003. After consultation with stakeholders in both 

countries, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand decided to develop this Standard 

as an Australian Standard rather than an Australian/New Zealand Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide uniform requirement that regulatory authorities 

may apply in Australia for basic safety and public health issues relating to the use of water 

heaters and hot-water storage tanks. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 

This edition is a major revision of the superseded edition. One of the major changes is that 

it allows for incremental adjustment of delivery temperature by the installer of water 

heating appliances intended for delivering water directly to sanitary fixtures that are used 

primarily for the purposes of personal hygiene such that the temperature at the outlet of the 

sanitary fixture does not exceed 50°C. 
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