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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 261 "Packaging", the secretariat of
which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex Z, which is an integral part of this standard.

This standard forms one of a series of standards and reports prepared under Mandate M 200 rev.3 given to CEN
by the European Commission and the European Free Trade Association to support the European Council and
Parliament Directive on Packaging and Packaging Waste [94/62/EC]. The procedure for applying this standard in
conjunction with the other mandated standards and reports is specified in EN 13427.

This standard contains Annexes A and E which are normative and Annexes B, C, D and Z which are informative

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by March 2001, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by
March 2001.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

The Directive on Packaging and Packaging Waste (94/62/EC) defines requirements for packaging to be considered
recoverable. This standard amplifies these requirements with respect to organic recovery. The European Standard
EN 13427:2000 provides a framework within which this and four other standards may be used together to support a
claim that a packaging is in compliance with the essential requirements for packaging to be placed on the market
as required by the Directive.

The purpose of packaging is the containment, protection, handling, delivery and presentation of products. Organic
recovery of used packaging is one of several recovery options within the overall life cycle of packaging. In order to
save resources and minimise waste, the whole system in which the packaging takes part should be optimised. This
includes prevention as well as reuse and recovery of packaging waste.

This European Standard presents a framework for self-assessment to determine whether the requirements of this
standard have been met. Its approach is similar to that of systems standards such as the EN ISO 9000 and
EN ISO 14000 series.

Organic recovery of packaging and packaging materials, which includes aerobic composting and anaerobic
biogasification of packaging in municipal or industrial biological waste treatment facilities is an option for reducing
and recycling packaging waste. Using these biological technologies, the aims of the Directive 94/62/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council on Packaging and Packaging Waste (Brussels 5 December 1994) in this
respect can be met.
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