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Foreword 

This document (EN 15273-2:2009) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 256 “Railway 
applications”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2010, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by June 2010. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN and/or CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive( 2008/57/EC. 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

EN 15273 comprises three parts, namely 
 

 EN 15273-1 that covers general definitions and the rules applicable to rolling stock and structure        
gauges; 

 EN 15273-2 that gives the rules for calculating the rolling stock gauges and the associated rules for the 
various profiles; 

 EN 15273-3 that gives the rules for the structure gauges. It explains the parameters concerned and gives 
a possible methodology for determining the structure gauges and the distances between centres of the 
tracks. 

1 Scope 

This document is applicable by the authorities involved in all types of railway operation.  
 
This European Standard is applicable to new designs, to modifications and to the checking of the gauge for 
vehicles already in use. 
 
The application of the rules of this European Standard makes it possible to determine the maximum 
dimensions of vehicles related to the structures. 
 
The rules given in this standard are not applicable to vehicles guided by a single rail. 
 
This European Standard contains: 
 

 the associated rules for all the gauges for rolling stock; 

 the requirements for composing the technical gauge report to submit to the Acceptance Authority in order 
to confirm vehicle conformity to this standard; 

 the requirements for maintaining the vehicle characteristics influencing gauging throughout its operational 
life. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 12299, Railway applications — Ride comfort for passengers — Measurement and evaluation 

EN 12663, Railway applications — Structural requirements of railway vehicle bodies 

EN 14363:2005, Railway applications — Testing for the acceptance of running characteristics of railway 
vehicles —Testing of running behaviour and stationary tests 

EN 15273-1:2009, Railway applications — Gauges — Part 1: General — Common rules for infrastructure and 
rolling stock  
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